Bee hotel and beyond:
Citizens on the frontline of bee research

- a Jjourney from fear to fascination




My journey Iinto citizen science began in the

urban parks of Belgrade duri
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Social media
as a valuable tool
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Tereki brakti I
BioloSki fakultet
2023

= Trensi praktikum =
Bioloski fakultet
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Questions from
curious citizens

!

Stories and educational
videos on Instagram

How to adress
and connect to
people you are

tal

King to

How to see their
perspective

People will remember how
they feel while doing
something: show them how
Important their help is and
recognize their contribution

Who is behind the
information/message? Only
then the audience will decide
to trust us and join our cause
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Connecting with
people and how it
comes back In
unexpected ways...

Frits Ahlefeldt
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Which bee is this? - exploring
who checks into my bee hotel
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Which bee is this? - exploring
who checks into my bee hotel




Megachile sculpturalis Apis mellifera
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honey bee
female 22-26 mm male 14-19 mm worker ~15 mm
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Occurrence of the
sculptured resin
bee in Serbia and

region

Data collected
through citizen
science: areais 5
times larger than
the area obtained
through targeted,
organized scientific
research!
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NEW POSSIBILITIES THANKS TO CITIZEN SCIENCE

* Plants visited by this bee
« Behavior at nests

* Materials they collect for nest




Boxes placed
over the nest

entrances

capturing

individuals

emerging from .
the nest. o
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Serbia, Belgrade, 2021-2023.




Reports of the number
of individuals emerging
from the nest, their
emergence patterns,
the rate of their
emergence, and even
the sex of the
Individuals.
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Serbia, Belgrade, 2021-2023.
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HAVE YOU SEEN THIS BEE?

MEGACHILE SCULPTURALIS

Send us a photo and location!
B AZIJSKA.PCELA@BIO.BG.AC.RS

Styphnolobium japonicum
Sophora, Japanese pagoda tree
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Thanks to their
efforts, | was
able to get
reliable
information on
the ground
without having
to organize a
trip to Stavros
myself.



How to adress
and connect to People will remmember how they

people you are feel while doing something: show

talking to them how important their help is
and recognize their contribution

How to see their
perspective Who is behind the
information/message? Only then
the audience will decide to trust
us and join our cause



While my journey into citizen science began in parks and
through random encounters, it has grown into a key part of my
work. I've seen firsthand how engaging with the public can lead
to breakthroughs and foster a deeper connection between
people and nature. It's not just about collecting data; it's about
empowering individuals to feel part of something larger and
to contribute to the preservation of our natural world.
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Bosnia & Herzegovina,
Bjeljina, 2020.




Bosnia & Herzegovina,
Bjeljina, 2020.
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Nesting sites
Other
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inside the wallfacade

41.6% 16

30.7%

wooden window shutter box
30.7

Swarming sites

window
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balcony

2.4

on the ground
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Other
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on the building/house
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59.8% on the tree
13.2% 59.8

wooden window shutter
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Belgrade, period of 2011-2017



